The Maltese is a very special sort of dog, with the spirit, heart and loyalty of a much larger animal contained in a very small body. Anyone who has become acquainted with a well bred member of this breed has a respect and affection for its attributes and its history. This spirited little breed is very intelligent, sensitive and responsive. Most of all they are extremely loving.
 
[bookmark: _Toc416683942]What Can You Expect From A Maltese
Your Maltese will constantly want be your companion. He will be happy sitting by you side while you read a book or watch television. But he will also like to accompany you wherever you go. They enjoy a walk with their owners and a trip in the car is always welcome. Maltese make good watchdogs and will sound alarms when a stranger comes to the door. But once welcomed into the home everyone is his or her friend. Phrases known to many are that "they will kill you with their kisses" or "they would go home with strangers". Maltese despite their diminutive size are a very hardy dog. Compared to many breeds they are quite free of genetic or congenital medical problems Your Maltese will live well into his teens and you can expect him to be his same playful and mischievous self for most of those years.
Modern veterinary medicine has made tremendous strides in protecting and repairing the health of family companions, and pets are living longer than ever before. Like people, pets go through life stages of growth, maturity, and aging. The passage from one stage to another is often blurred, and owners must be on guard to recognize the signs that their Maltese is getting old. A Maltese may easily live to be 15 years old or more. A strong, healthy dog will probably age later than a dog that is stressed by disease or environment early in his life. Dogs that are spayed or neutered before six months of age ordinarily live longer than dogs that are kept intact.

