			Tear Staining
 


	Excess Tearing -- Red Yeast
Most veterinary eye specialists believe the actual cause of tear staining is excess tearing. When the face hair is wet from excess tearing it is the breeding ground for bacteria and yeast. One of the most common yeast infections is Ptyrosporin or Red Yeast which causes a deep reddish-brown stain. Low grade bacterial infections in the tear ducts are also common and may cause excess tearing and staining.
Blocked Tear Ducts
If you have a Maltese with excessive tear stains and tearing a visit to your veterinarian may be needed. It is not unusual to find that your Maltese may have completely clogged tear ducts which need to be irrigated by your vet. A veterinary opthamology specialist that I discussed tear staining with also indicated that as many as 20% of small dogs, such as Maltese, may be born with lower tear ducts that are physically closed. These may need to be surgically opened. Flying with your Maltese can also cause the tear ducts to block. 
Ear Infections
Many times a rampant ear infection can be the cause of excessive tearing and staining.  Care needs to be taken that when your Maltese is bathed the ears are dried with an ear wash and  hairs in the ears should be removed by plucking or using a forceps to gently pull the hair out .
Teethng
Maltese will cut their adult teeth any time form 5 months to 8 months of age. During this time the head structure and mouth are under going many changes causing pressure on the tear ducts. Many Maltese puppies who have had no previous tear stain problems will during this time. It is most important to keep the facial hair as dry as possible and frequently wash it to help keep yeast and bacteria under control. The good news is that when the adult teeth are in this will go away if you have kept it under control. Make sure your Maltese has plenty of chew type of toys to help relieve the pressure on the mouth during this time.
Water
The water in many areas has a high mineral level. If your Maltese drinks from a water dish and your local water has a high mineral content you may find the entire face and beard stained. This can be resolved this by training your puppy to drink from a water bottle. This also keeps the face dry. I start training puppies to drink from a water bottle when they are weaned. Alternatively, a Maltese can be placed on purified or commercial bottled water.
Food & Treats
Diet can play a significant key role in tear staining. I find that feeding a dry kibble that is natural with no additives, preservatives or food color in it seems to aid in maintaining white stain free faces. Many commercial dog foods contain beep pulp which can cause staining of the face and beard. 
Cures For Tear Staining
Nuvet 
.Because  Nuvet Plus boosts immunity and improves the overall health of your dogs or cats it can decrease tear staining as well as other added benefits. You should see a difference in their coat as well as tear staining within the first month of use.  Scientists, Veterinarians, Formulators, began with the premise that most pet diets are lacking the proper vitamins, minerals and antidioxants. Commercial pet foods contain numerous by-products that can make them poisonous, toxic and incapable of reducing the devastating effects of unstable oxygen molecules, also known as free radicals. Free radicals have been implicated in more than fifty health problems in humans and animals including cancer, heart disease, arthritis, cataracts and premature aging. NuVet Boosts Appetite and Boosts Immunity.  Nuvet offers a 30-day money back guarantee if you are not satisfied with our product.
To order call 1-800-474-7044
Order code  55565
www.nuvet.com/55565
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